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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 6-9, and 16-37 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 6-9, and 16-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sato et al. (U.S. Patent 5,884,004). 

Regarding claim 1, Sato et al. discloses a computer readable 
medium having a data structure for managing reproduction of multiple 
playback path video data of a title, comprising: a playlist directory area for 
storing a playlist directory including a plurality of playlist files (col. 6, lines 
60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 12-15), each playlist file for 
identifying a portion of the multiple playback path video data and for 
identifying at least a portion of the playlist files associated with different 
playback paths and the playlist file for storing navigation information at 
least providing information on one playback path (Figs. 18, 20-24, and 30; 
col. 21, lines 12-19; col. 22, lines 23-33); a data area for storing at least 
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one clip file of the multiple playback path video data (col. 6, lines 65-67); 
and a management area storing management information for managing 
reproduction of the multiple playback path video data, the management 
information including an information file associated with each clip, each 
information file providing a map for the associated clip file, the map 
containing presentation time information corresponding to address 
information for the associated clip file, wherein while a playback path of a 
multiple playback path is being reproduced, another playback path of the 
multiple playback path is not reproduced (Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; col. 6, 
lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56 - management tables (maps) store the 
addresses of the associated clips). 

Regarding claim 2, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that a group of playlist files is 
associated with each playback path (Figs. 20-24 - shows different 
playback paths). 

Regarding claim 6, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the navigation information 
at least provides information for linking one playlist file to another playlist 
file in the same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56). 

Regarding claim 7, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 6 including that the different 
playback paths are related to different stories (Fig. 21 - different 
scenarios). 
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Regarding claim 8, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the navigation information 
indicates a next playlist file to playback after a particular playlist file is 
played back (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless playback). 

Regarding claim 9, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the data area stores a 
plurality of clip files of the multiple playback path video data, and the video 
data for each playback path is stored in a different clip file (col. 6, lines 60- 
65). 

Regarding claim 16, Sato et al. discloses a method of reproducing 
multiple playback path video data from a recording medium, comprising: 
receiving user input selecting one of playback paths (col. 32, line 56 - col. 
33, line 16); reproducing at least one playlist file associated with the 
selected playback path based on navigation information recorded on the 
recording medium (Figs. 18, 20-24, and 30; col. 21, lines 12-19; col. 22, 
lines 23-33); producing at least one clip file of the multiple playback path 
video data from the recording medium (col. 32, line 56 - col. 33, line 16); 
and reproducing management information for managing reproduction of 
the multiple playback path video data from a management area of the 
recording medium, the management information including an information 
file associated with each clip, each information file providing a map for the 
associated clip file, the map containing presentation time information 
corresponding to address information for the associated clip file, wherein 
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while a playback path of a multiple playback path is being reproduced, 
another playback path of the multiple playback path is not reproduced 
(Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56 - 
management tables (maps) store the addresses of the associated clips). 

Regarding claim 17, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 16 including that the 
reproducing step reproduces a group of playlist files based on the 
navigation information (col. 32, line 56 - col. 33, line 16). 

Regarding claim 18, Sato et al. discloses a method of recording a 
data structure for managing reproduction of at least video data on a 
recording medium, comprising: recording a playlist directory including a 
plurality of playlist files in a playlist directory area of the recording medium 
(col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 12-15), each playlist 
file for identifying a portion of multiple playback path video data and at 
least a portion of the playlist files associated with different playback paths, 
and including navigation information in the playlist file, the navigation 
information at least providing information on one playback path (Figs. 18, 
20-24, and 30; col. 21 , lines 12-19; col. 22, lines 23-33); recording at least 
one clip file of the multiple playback path video data in a data area of the 
recording medium (col. 6, lines 60-65); and recording management 
information for managing reproduction of the multiple playback path video 
data in a management area of the recording medium, the management 
information including an information file associated with each clip, each 
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information file providing a map for the associated clip file, the map 
containing presentation time information corresponding to address 
information for the associated clip file, wherein while a playback path of a 
multiple playback path is being reproduced, another playback path of the 
multiple playback path is not reproduced (Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; col. 6, 
lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56 - management tables (maps) store the 
addresses of the associated clips). 

Regarding claim 19, Sato et al. discloses a method of reproducing 
a data structure for managing reproduction of at least video data, 
comprising: reproducing navigation information from at least one playlist 
directory area of the recording medium, the navigation information at least 
providing information on one playback path (Figs. 18, 20-24, and 30; col. 
6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 12-19; col. 22, lines 23- 
33); and reproducing at least one playlist file in the playlist directory area 
of the recording medium based on the navigation information, each playlist 
file for identifying a portion of multiple playback path video data and at 
least a portion of the playlist fries associated with different playback paths 
and for reproducing at least one clip file of the multiple playback path 
video data from the recording medium (col. 6, lines 60-65; col. 32, line 56 - 
col. 33, line 16); and reproducing management information for managing 
reproduction of the multiple playback path video data from a management 
area of the recording medium, the management information including an 
information file associated with each clip, each information file providing a 
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map for the associated clip file, the map containing presentation time 
information corresponding to address information for the associated clip 
file, wherein while a playback path of a multiple playback path is being 
reproduced, another playback path of the multiple playback path is not 
reproduced (Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22- 
56 - management tables (maps) store the addresses of the associated 
clips). 

Regarding claim 20, Sato et al. discloses an apparatus for 
recording a data structure for managing reproduction of at least video 
data, comprising: an optical recording unit (1200) configured to record 
data on a recording medium (Fig. 2); an encoder (900) configured to 
encode at least video data (Fig. 2); and a controller (200 and 1200), 
coupled to the optical recording unit, configured to control the optical 
recording unit to record at least one clip file of the encoded video data in a 
data area on the recording medium, the controller configured to control the 
optical recoding device to record a playlist directory including a plurality of 
playlist files and navigation information in a playlist directory area of the 
recording medium, each playlist file for identifying a portion of multiple 
playback path video data and at least a portion of the playlist files 
associated with different playback paths, the navigation information at 
least providing information on one playback path, the controller configured 
to control the optical recording unit to record management information for 
managing reproduction of the encoded video data in a management area 
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of the recording medium (Figs. 18, 20-24, and 30; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 
20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 12-19; col. 22, lines 23-33), the management 
information including an information file associated with each clip, each 
information file providing a map for the associated clip file, the map 
containing presentation time information corresponding to address 
information for the associated clip file (col. 22, lines 1 1 -1 2), wherein while 
a playback path of a multiple playback path is being reproduced, another 
playback path of the multiple playback path is not reproduced (Figs. 20- 
24, 49, and 50; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56 - management 
tables (maps) store the addresses of the associated clips). 

Regarding claim 21, Sato et al. discloses an apparatus for 
reproducing a data structure for managing reproduction of at least video 
data, comprising: an optical reproducing unit (2004) configured to 
reproduce data recorded on a recording medium (Fig. 3); and a controller 
(2002), coupled to the optical reproducing unit, configured to control the 
optical reproducing unit to reproduce navigation information from at least 
one playlist file of the recording medium (Fig. 2), and control the optical 
reproducing unit to reproduce at least one playlist file in a playlist directory 
area of the recording medium based on the navigation information (Figs. 
18, 20-24, and 30; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 
12-19; col. 22, lines 23-33), the navigation information at least providing 
information on one playback path, each playlist file for identifying a portion 
of multiple playback path video data and at least a portion of the playlist 
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files associated with different playback paths (Figs. 18, 20-24, and 30; col. 
21, lines 12-19; col. 22, lines 23-33); the controller configured to control 
the optical reproducing device to reproduce at least one clip file of the at 
least video data from a data area of the recording medium (col. 6, lines 
60-65; col. 32, line 56 - col. 33, line 16); the controller configured to control 
the optical reproducing unit to reproduce management information for 
managing reproduction of the at least video data in a management area of 
the recording medium, the management information including an 
information file associated with each clip, each information file providing a 
map for the associated clip file, the map containing presentation time 
information corresponding to address information for the associated clip 
file, wherein while a playback path of a multiple playback path is being 
reproduced, another playback path of the multiple playback path is not 
reproduced (Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22- 
56 - management tables (maps) store the addresses of the associated 
clips). 

Regarding claim 22, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 20 including the multiple 
playback path video data are represented by packets; and the map maps 
presentation time stamps to packet addresses (Figs. 20-24, 49, and 50; 
col. 6, lines 60-64; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 22, lines 11-12 - management 
tables (maps) store the addresses of the associated clips). 
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Regarding claim 23, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 20 including that a group of 
playlist files is associated with each playback path (Figs. 20-24 - shows 
different playback paths). 

Regarding claim 24, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 20 and 23 including that the 
navigation information at least provides information for linking one playlist 
file to another playlist file in the same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, 
lines 23-56). 

Regarding claim 25, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 21 including that a group of 
playlist files is associated with each playback path (Figs. 20-24 - shows 
different playback paths). 

Regarding claim 26, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 21 and 25 including that the 
navigation information at least provides information for linking one playlist 
file to another playlist file in the same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, 
lines 23-56). 

Regarding claim 27, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 21 including that the navigation 
information indicates a next playlist file to playback after a particular 
playlist file is played back, and the controller is configured to control the 
optical reproducing unit to reproduce the playlist file based on the 
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navigation information (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless 
playback). 

Regarding claim 28, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 16 including that the navigation 
information indicates a next playlist file to playback after a particular 
playlist file is played back (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless 
playback). 

Regarding claim 29, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 16 including that the navigation 
information at least provides information for linking one playlist file to 
another playlist file in the same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 
23-56). 

Regarding claim 30, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 18 including that recording the 
playlist directory includes recording a group of playlist files based on the 
navigation information (col. 6, lines 60-67; col. 20, lines 22-56; col. 21, 
lines 12-15). 

Regarding claim 31, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 18 including that recording the 
playlist directory includes recording the navigation information to indicate a 
next playlist file to playback after a particular playlist file is played back 
(Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless playback). 
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Regarding claim 32, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 18 including that recording the 
playlist directory includes recording the navigation information to at least 
provide information for linking one playlist file to another playlist file in the 
same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56). 

Regarding claim 33, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the 
reproducing the at least one playlist file includes reproducing a group of 
playlist files based on the navigation information (col. 6, lines 60-67; col. 
20, lines 22-56; col. 21, lines 12-15). 

Regarding claim 34, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the navigation 
information indicates a next playlist file to playback after a particular 
playlist file is played back (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless 
playback). 

Regarding claim 35, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 19 including that the navigation 
information at least provides information for linking one playlist file to 
another playlist file in the same playback path (Figs. 20-24; col. 20, lines 
23-56). 

Regarding claim 36, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 20 including that the navigation 
information indicates a next playlist file to playback after a particular 
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playlist file is played back, and the controller is configured to control the 
optical recording unit to record the playlist file based on the navigation 
information, and the controller is configured to control the optical recording 
unit to record the playlist file based on the navigation information (Figs. 
20-24; col. 20, lines 23-56 - seamless playback). 

Regarding claim 37, Sato et al. discloses all limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the at least one 
clip file is linked to more than one of the plurality of playlist files (Fig. 21 ). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

a. Hirayama et al. (U.S. Patent 5,819,003) discloses multi-scene data 
that includes navigation information relating to the different playlists. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HEATHER R. JONES whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - 
Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ Heather R Jones 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 Examiner 

Art Unit 2621 

HRJ 

April 9, 2008 



